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ListeningComprehension

The purpose of the School Based Training Listening Comprehensionmaterialsis
to:

# Give teachers a chance to discover the benefits d listening comprehension
practiceintheirclassroom.

# Give teachers some practical tips about using cassette recorder and cassette
tapes.

# Provide teacherswithusefulmodel softhedifferentkinds dlistening activities
foundinHellobooks.

#% Help teachersdevel op waysofusingthe Hello listening exerciseswith mixed-
abilityorlargeclasses.

Listening comprehension practice can help your pupils improve listening and
speakingskills. Many | isteningexercises combine writing andreading skills. The
taped exercises will help pupils understand spoken questions and statements.

Pupilsfollowspokendirectionstowriteandidentifypictures.

Atfirst,thetapedexercisesmaybedifficul tforthepupils. Theymaycomplainthat
they can not understand the speakers becausethey are speaking quickly. At the
beginning you may needtospend extra class time helping pupils getusedtothis
new wayof studyinglistening.Youshould repestthetapetwo, threeorfourtimes,
If necessary.However,pupils' listeningabilitieswillquickly improvewithregular
practice.Thisisagooduseoftimebecauseit will havelong-term benefits. Pupils
willimprovetheirabilitytounderstandnormal spoken English.

Remember that the most important part of a successful listening comprehension
| essoni sapositiveattitudeonthepartoftheteacher! 1fyouapproachusingthetape
positively, and encourage and praise your pupils, they will enjoy the lessonand
rapidlyimprove.
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How to usetheCassetteT apesandCassetteRecor der

A) Prepare before class

1) Findthelisteningpassageyouplantouseonthecassette.

2) Listentothepassageandlookatthepicturesinthestudents'book.

3) Lookatthe Teacher's Guide. Read the directions for preparingandpresenting
thelisteningactivity.

4) Thinkaboutthelisteningexerciseandthel evel of yourpupils.

ASK AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.
Listening Passage

& Whatmodellessonshoul dyouuse?

# Arethedirectionsclear?

# Will yourpupils need anyextradirections because of differences between
thetextandthecassette?

# Whatlanguageskills besidelistening will thepupils need tousei norderto
dotheexercise(writing,reading...etc.)

Pupils Leve of E nglish

# Willyourpupil sbeabl etounderstandal lthepassageatonce?

# |fyourpupilsareweak,howcanyoumakethelistening taskeasier.

# |fyourpupilsarestrong,howcanyoumakeitmorechallenging?

# Will yourpupils understand the directions, or will youneed to take extra
timetoexplain?

# Whatpartofthetaskmightcausetheproblemsforthepupil s?

# Shouldyouteachnewvocabularyitems?

Teaching Techniques

# Shouldyougive the pupilsthescripttocheckpronunciationandintonation?

& Willyouplaythetapesentencebysentence,orphrasebyphrase?

% Willthepupilslookatthepictureswhileyouplaythetape?

& Willthepupilslistentothetapebef orel ookingatthepictures?

# Willyouneedto stopthetapetocheckonthepupils'work?

# Howcanyoupreparethepupil ssothattheytrulybenefitfromthelistening
activity?

# Whatkindoffollow-upactivityshoul dyouuse?

5) Planyourlesson,basedonyouranswersto thequestionsabove.

B) During class

1) You should begin by explaining the new procedure to the pupilsslowlyand
carefullysotheywillnotbeconfused.(Y oumayuseArabicforthis.)

2) Follow your lesson plan carefully, but beready to repeat stepsor to make
changes.
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3) Ifthepupils arehavingdifficultyunderstandingthelisteningpassageanddoing
thetask,trytodecidewhethertheproblemis

Theprocedur eitself or Theleveloftheir English

4) You may needtoslowdownortorepeateachsectionofthetapeseveraltimes,
untilthepupilsunderstandit.
5) Usethe"pause”buttontostopthetapewhenpupilswriteanswers.
6) grﬁi_sel ![c_)upils who are doing well and encourage those who are having
ifficulties.

C)After class

1) Doabrief "self-evaluation"ofyourlesson.
2) Makeafewnotesonhowtochangeorimprovethelisteninglesson.
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Let's Get Started

On the following pages you will find four model lesson plans, al based on

listening exercises found in the Hello books. These lesson plans illustrate the
followingtypes dlisteningactivities:

Listenand Identify
ListenandWrite
ListenandM atch
Listen and Followlnstructions

These types of activities occur throughout the Hello books. When you
understandwhich type oflistening activity goeswitheach model,youwillbeable
to choose the correct model for your lesson plan whenever you have a similar

activity.
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Model 1 - Listenand Identify

General Comments. Thistype dlistening activityasksthepupilsto:

® | ookatapictureortableandrevisevocabulary.
® [istentothetape.
® Circletheitemsmentionedortickthem.

The direction usually uses the words " listenandtick”,or"listenandcircle".

1) Tdl the pupilsto look at the picture or table.Ask 2 or 3 questions about the
pictures as awarm up. Have thep upils tellwho the people are, what theyare

doing,orwhattheymightbetal kingabout.

2) Téell the pupilsthatthey willhearthedial ogueonthetape.Theyshouldlookat
thepi ctureandcircletheplacesmentioned.Or,theyl ookatthetabl eandtickthe
rightboxes.

3) Play the entire activity on the tapeonce without stopping. Tell the pupils to
listenandlookattheirbooks. Tell the pupilsthattheydon'tneedtounderstand

everyword,buttounderstandthepassageasawhole.
4) Playthetapeagain. Stopattheendofeachsentenceforpupilstoanswer.

5) Playthetapeathirdtime.Walkaroundtheroomandhavethepupilspointtothe
pi ctureoriteminatabl ethatbei ngdescribedonthetape.

6) Ifthepupilsgivedifferentanswers,playthesentenceagain.

DEMONSTRATION
Demonstration Lesson: Hello 3, 1styear prep.,Unit16,Exercise F,Pagel4

F Listening
Listen and tick the names of

thepeoplewho have done
these things.

Father Mother Ahmed Soha

Whohasfinishedabook?

Whohaswateredthefl owers?

Whohasl earnedsomenewverbs?

Whohasmendedthecar?

Whohastidi edthebedroom?
WhohasvisitedGrandmother?
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POST D EMONSTRATION DISCUSS ON QUESTIONS

After thedemonstration,writetheanswersto thefollowing questions:

1) Whatkeywordsin the directions will hel pyoutochoosethecorrectmodel ?

2) In ordertomakeanylessonmorel earner-centered, decidewhether each of
thef ollowingactivities wouldbeagoodwarm-upforthislesson.
Explain whyorwhynot.

Yes/ No
# Describethepicturetothepupils.

& Explainthetitlesinthetables.

# Discuss what thecolumns represent and
whattherowsrepresent.

#® Writeal i stof thewordsontheblackboard
forthepupilstorepeat.

#& Askthepupilstodescribethepicture.

3) Decide whether eachactivity woul dbeagood follow-upforthislesson.
Explain whyorwhynot.

_ o _ Yes/ No
# Pupilsworkinpairstodescribethetable

aftercompl etingthetask.
#& Pupils work in pars to describe the
pictures.

# ASK pupils to write as many words as
possi blefromtheexercise.
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Modd 2 - Listenand Write

General Comments. Thistype dlistening activityasksthepupilsto:

® [ istentothetape
® [Followthedirectionsandwritethespoken words ornumbers ortheanswersin
theblankspaces

" Listen and Write"activitiesare foundinthe Hellob ooks. The directions usually
use the words "listen and write the names', o "listen and write theletters”, or
"listenandwritetheanswer".

1) Tdl the pupils to look at the exercise while you explain the directions. Make
sure thattheyunderstandwhattheyaretowrite(words,names, | etters,etc.).

2) Explainthatthey will hear directionstellingthemtowrite something in each
blankspace.

3) Playthetape,stoppingafterthefirstsentence.

4) Writethissentence onthechalkboard,andfillintheblankwiththewordfrom
thetape. Thisexamplewillhel ppupilstounderstandthetask.

5) Then continue the exercise, pausing the tape after each word tobe written.
Allowthepupilsenoughtimetowritethewordorletterintheirbook.

6) Rewind the tape, and check the exercise from the beginning. Ifpupils give
differentanswers,playthesentenceagain.

DEMONSTRATION

Demonstration Lesson: Hello 4, Unit 9, Exercise F,Page42

F Listening

Listen to these teacher sasking some studentsabout their fr ee time.
Write the names ofthe students underthepictures.
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POSTDEMONSTRATIONDISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

After thedemonstration, write theanswers to thefollowingquestions:

1) What keywordsinthedirectionswillhelp yout o choose thecorrect model?

2) What language skills (reading, writing, speaking) are used in this type of

3)

4)

listeningactivity?

Decidewhether eachactivitywoul dbeagood warm-upforthis lesson.
Explain why or why not. ves/No

# Readthetapescriptal oud tothepupils.

# Ask the pupils to read the wordsinthe
|essonaloud.

# Revise thevocabulary words usedin the
exercise.

# Havethe pupilsquickly read throughthe
exercise.

# Askthestudentstol ookatthepicturesand
guesstheai moftheexercise.

#& Askthestudentstodescribethepictures.

Decidewhether eachactivitywoul dbeagood follow-up forthis lesson.
Explain why or why not. ves/No

# Askthepupilstochoose thepicturethat is
mostinteresting.

# Have the pupilsexplain other things they
dointheirfreetime.

# Askthepupilsto workinpairstopreparea
dial oguebetweenateacherandherpupils
aboutthetopic.
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Model 3 - Listenand Match

General Comments: Thistype dlistening activityasksthestudents to

® | ookatthepictures arsentences.
® | istentothetape.
® Matchpicturesorsentenceswithdescriptions.

"Listen and Match" activitiesar efoundinthe Hello books. T hedirections usually
usethewords"listenandmatch",or"listenandjoin”.

1) Tdl thestudentstol ookatthepicturesintheirbooks.

2) Explainthattheywilllistentothedescriptionsofthefourcharacterstheysee.

3) Ask the students if they have anideaaboutwhat they will hear beforehand to
predictanswers.

4) Playthetapeonce. Thenplayagainonecharacteratatime.

5) Checkanswers.

DEMONSTRATION
Demonstration Lesson: Hello 4, Unit 14,Exercise G Page5
G Listening

Listen to the descriptions of people’ sjobsand match the numbersyou
hear with thejobsbdow. Thefirst oneisdonefor you.

-

(@) [ ] m) [ ] @ []

a teacher a housewife a farmer a footbhaller
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POSTDEMONSTRATIONDISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

After thedemonstration, write theanswers to thefollowingquestions:

1) What keywordsinthedirectionswillhelp yout o choose thecorrect model?

2) Decidewhether eachactivitywouldbeagood warm-upforthis lesson.
Explain why or why not. ves/No

# Describeeachpicturetothepupils.

& Explainthepurposeofthel esson.

#% L et the students look at the pictures and
guesswhattheexerciseisallabout.

# Writeali stofwordsonthechalkboardfor
thepupils torepeat.

#& Askthepupilsto describe the pictures.

3) Decide whether eachactivity wouldbeagood follow-upforthislesson.
Explain whyorwhynot.

Yes/ No
#& Pupils work in pairs to discuss their
answers.
# AsK the pupils to describetheir fathers
job.

# Ask one pupil at atimetodescribewhat
hewantstobewhenhegrowsup.
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Modd 4 - Listenand Follow thel nstructions.

General Comments. Thistype dlistening activityasksthepupilsto:

® [istentothetape
® [ollowtheinstructions.

"Listen and Follow thelnstructions" activities are found in Hello 3 only. The
instructionsuse thewor ds"listenandfollow",or"listenandputintherightorder”.

1) Tdl thepupilstolookatthepictureswhileyouexplainthedirections.

2) Explain that either they are going to follow the instructions or they must
rearrangethepictures.

3) Playthetapeonetimeallthewaythrough, withoutstopping.The pupilsshould
havetheirbooksclosed.

4) Playthetapeagainbutthistimetheyshouldlookatthepictures.

5) The thirdtimeyoucanplaythetapeonesentenceatati me.Askthestudentsto
followtheinstructi onsbyactingoutornumberingthepictures.

6) Playthetapeagai nandcheckthepupils'answers.

DEMONSTRATION
Demonstration Lesson: Hello 3, Unit 14,Exercise B,Pagel

5 Lisrz2n 1)
Listen te the story
¢ out the prctures
ir thernicht crder.
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POSTDEMONSTRATIONDISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

After thedemonstration, write theanswers to thefollowingquestions:

1) What keywordsinthedirectionswillhelp yout o choose thecorrect model?

2) Istherealanguage sKill, suchasreading, used in this typeofactivitybesides
listening?

2) What are thewarm-upquestions youcoul duseforthisactivity?

4) What are thefollow-upquestionsy aucoulduseforthisactivity?
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